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Abstract: As a top-down design, China's urbanization is building upon a "growth oriented
model". In this sense, scholars and policy makers in China are focusing more on urban growth
and spatial expansion. Recently, China has entered a period of "New Normal" (Xin Chang Tai")
and faced the supply side reform. Urban shrinkage in terms of population has also emerged in
Chinese cities. Especially, some mining industry cities in Northeast China have been losing
their population and are also associating with a weak GDP/local fiscal growth rate. As one of
the major challenges that China may be confronted with in the new-type urbanization, urban
shrinkage should be regarded as an important issue addressed by geographers. Hereby we
invited concerning scholars from the area of human-economic geography, urban-rural planning,
regional science and public policy in this debate to conduct academic discussion towards urban
shrinkage in China, aiming to demonstrate their up- to- date understandings upon emerging
shrinking cities in China for sustainable development from various perspectives.

Keywords: shrinking cities; sustainable development; geography; urban- rural planning; aca-
demic debates



